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52 Teaching students to pray in different ways and providing well-prepared opportunities for them to do so is essential. For many students this is the only time in their lives someone will assist them with prayer. Providing regular opportunities to receive the sacraments is critical, as is adequate preparation for their reception. Bringing the sacraments to young people in schools encourages them to love and appreciate them before they have to start finding them for themselves as adults. 

53 It is vitally important that schools do not conf/ate these activities with other school events in a way which obscures the spiritual objective. Retreats must be true retreats with a spiritual focus, not a camp with a spiritual overlay. A school Mass is an opportunity for building community, but the emphasis on school spirit should not be at the expense of the meaning of the Mass and the reception of Jesus in the Eucharist who, through the Holy Spirit, is the source of every charism.  

Paragraphs 52-53 from:
The Catholic Education of School-Age Children: A document of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference to guide those involved in the work of Catholic education in Aotearoa New Zealand. (2103)
A New Beginning: Prophets and Mystics Together




Facilitating Discipleship








Creator God,


you inspired Marcellin Champagnat


to trust you in all things.�Strengthen us who follow in his footsteps�that we may grow in openness to you�and in acceptance of ourselves and others.





Continue to inspire us to be faithful to


your evolving mystery within our lives,�your evolving presence within our world,�your promise of the fullness of life and resurrection.





Enable each one of us


to share your Good News�as we seek to make Jesus Christ�known and loved by�our students and families.





We ask this in confidence through�Jesus our brother.


Amen. 
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Champagnat Marist Spirituality and Charism:


God’s Presence and Love ( Trust in God ( Love of Jesus and His Gospel


Presence ( Simplicity ( Family Spirit ( Love of Work


In the Way of Mary
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